St Paul’s Adelaide 28 July 2011
Thoughts from +Ron Williams on the occasion of the closure

A few stimulants:

1.Anthony de Mello: The Contented Fisherman 

2. Keith Rayner, David Bleby, Keith Chittleborough, Howard Harris, John Williams, Michael Evans, Sr Margaret Knagge, Ruth Prescott, Beverley Seaton, Katie Williams, Jan Taylor, Eileen Ralston…

In 1984, we defined City as network of corporate relationships where decisions are made which affect rest of society – so, one Ministry KPI to develop relationships with decision-makers 

Principle 1: A City Ministry focus on support of Humanity
eg   Jim Giles
3. Image of City and Church doors

4. Mark Gibbs – ministry of Christian Laity ‘every workbench an altar’
5. John Vincent image of sieve and magnifying glass

6. Graham Tucker: ’The kingdom of God meets the kingdom of humanity at the points at which values are being worked on.’

7. CS Lewis image of fleet of ships: 1: each well maintained – self-interest; 2:  relationship between ships is responsible – multiple responsibility; 3: know what harbor and when arrived – social vision

Principle 2: A City Ministry focus on Values in practice
eg    1980’s “Good luck to you…”

8. A civic conversation in Brisbane – 
Q: What, in your community, nation or life, would you keep at all costs?

Principle 3: A City Ministry focus on Community
eg   Community  Forum confidential with leaders – Church business is Holy Communion business
9. Rowan Williams in “Spirituality in the City”: “Urban life is at once dangerous and creative, at once destructive of much that is humanly significant and a seedbed in which change can germinate and people become able to think of new possibilities…The Church must simply offer a radically different imaginative landscape, in which people can discover possibilities of change – and perhaps of ‘conversion’ in the most important sense, a ‘turning around’ of values and priorities that grows from trust in God. (p 17)
10. Andrew Davey in “Spirituality in the City”: “An urban spirituality must reinvest the city with the possibility of the sacred. (p 107)
11. Martin Luther King Jr’s Political Testament: “Chaos or Community” (1967):“Let us be those creative dissenters who will call our beloved nation to a higher destiny, to a new plateau of compassion, to a more noble expression of humaneness. (p 130)
Credibility for Churches in Ecumenical partnership;  and value of international links of catholic (universal) Church
“Connect to Church Sunday” needs ‘Connect to World Monday’

Church people think about how to get people into the church; Kingdom people think about how to get the church into the world. Church people worry that the world might change the church. Kingdom people work to see the church change the world.” (H Snyder: Liberating the Church, 1983) 

Anglican Communion and others: energy into exploring ‘Fresh Expressions of Church” -  St Paul’s has been doing that since 1984
Final Stimulant:
12. Julian of Norwich (C14th):   hazelnut:   ‘All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.’

“Our Father…..
De Mello: Industrialist found fisherman lying beside boat smoking pipe.

Why aren’t you out fishing?

Because I have caught enough for the day.

Why don’t you catch some more?

What would I do with it?

Earn more money – then motor on boat, nets, more fish, more boats…then you could be rich like me

What would I do then?

Then you could really enjoy life.

What do you think I’m doing now?
� quoted by David Bosch, Transforming Mission, Orbis Books, 1995, p 378





